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A centennial salute to Boy Scouts of America
BRADENTON HERALD EDITORIAL | Group’s dedication to values boosts nation

   As the Boy Scouts of America celebrates the organization’s centennial this year, we wonder how many
Americans appreciate how this and other youth groups instill values essential to the progress and prosperity of a
nation.

   Character, honesty, courage. Leadership, citizenship, loyalty. Personal responsibility, self esteem, team work.
Those are the hallmarks of the Boy Scouts.

   In an age where pop culture plays fast and loose with morality, civility and respect, Scouts buck that downward
spiral to embrace the values that hold great promise for personal and professional success.

   Back in a bygone era, Scouts were perhaps best known for trekking deep into the woods, pitching tents and
building campfires.Canvasbackpacks, mess kits and canteens were standard equipment along with hatchets,
knives and rope. Today’s eco-friendly troops now practice stewardship of the planet and tread lightly in nature.

   Scouting has changed with the times. But it has not drifted away from its core values.

   Scouts still work to earn merit badges to rise in the ranks, with more than 100 now available. Leatherwork,
archery and backpacking compete with cinematography, environmental science and landscape architecture for
Scout interest.

   The Manatee District of the Southwest Florida Council of Boy Scouts is marking the centennial with a display of
mementoes that includes camping gear that dates back generations, an old Morse code set and a Camp Flying
Eagle song book from 1935. A public reception to herald the exhibit, titled “A Shining Light Across Manatee,” will
be 5:30-8 p.m. Sept. 10 at the Palmetto County Agricultural Museum.

   WhentheManateeCounty School Board issued a proclamation in honor of Scouting’s centennial back in
February, several Scouts spoke about the organization’s impact — including this powerful statement by Southeast
High senior and Eagle Scout Edison Dohms, who won an appointment into the Air Force Academy: “The Air Force
looks for candidates who know how to conduct themselves spiritually, academically, physically and mentally, and
I’m now prepared. Boy Scouts has been a great journey.”

   Circuit Judge Gilbert A. Smith Jr., an Eagle Scout and Manatee District chairman, also spoke eloquently about
theorganization’ssignificance: Scouting “teaches principles that make responsible citizens and individuals who
have a lot of integrity. With the business I’m in (handling felony cases), every day I’m reminded how important is
for young people to have guidance and be taught how they should conduct them selves in life, to others and
themselves.”

   Studies show Scouts with five or more years in the orga nization are likely to accom plish more in life than their
peers, from college gradua tion and higher incomes to stronger family relationships and lifelong friendships. The
majority attribute self-confi dence in their work to their Scouting days. What par ent wouldn’t want all that for their
children?

   Today, we salute the Boy Scouts of America for a cen tury of service to the nation and its youth.


